
 
 

 

 
Qioptiq Photonics Division of Excelitas achieves carbon-neutral status 
 
 

WALTHAM, Mass., September 16, 2021 – 

Excelitas Technologies subsidiary, Qioptiq 
Photonics GmbH & Co. KG, has been certified 
as a carbon-neutral company in recognition of 
its commitment and efforts to mitigate climate 
change. This distinction is awarded to 
companies that address their carbon impact on 
three levels: those who determine the levels of 
their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions based 

upon scientific, third-party assessment; then put controls in place to reduce their carbon 
emissions, and finally those who also choose to support carbon reduction projects to further 
offset their greenhouse impact.  
 
All greenhouse gases emitted by Excelitas Technologies’ subsidiary Qioptiq Photonics 
GmbH & Co. KG in Germany were calculated by independent, third-party environmental 
sustainability consultants in accordance with the official Greenhouse Gas Protocol 
guidelines. The company has launched several initiatives to minimize its own GHG 
emissions. As part of energy management alone, more than 1180 tons of CO2 have already 
been eliminated over the period from 2015 to 2019. Additional measures include photovoltaic 
systems for on-site renewable energy generation, e-charging stations for company and 
employee vehicles, the gradual conversion of the company vehicle fleet to electric and hybrid 
vehicles, purchasing energy-efficient machinery and equipment, large-scale conversion to 
energy-efficient LED lighting, and reduction of disposable packaging materials in company 
cafeterias. The catalog of measures will be continuously reviewed and augmented moving 
forward. 
 
To offset the remaining emissions that cannot be avoided, Excelitas purchased climate 
protection certificates for the year 2021 to support funding for the following projects, all 
certified by Verified Carbon Standard (VCS), the world’s most widely used voluntary GHG 
program:  
 

 Reforestation in Uruguay  

 Forest protection in Brazil  

 Hydropower in Brazil  
 
“Climate change is a global issue and Excelitas has made this commitment in our German 
operations to contribute to sustainability and help reduce the global CO2 output,” said Dr. 
Robert Vollmers, Excelitas Vice President Operations, Commercial Optics. “Projects in 
emerging and developing countries help to improve economy, social conditions and ecology, 
while also helping to realize the sustainability goals of the United Nations. For emerging and 
developing countries, emissions trading is a key driver for the transfer of clean technologies 
and sustainable economic development,” Vollmers continued. 
 
According to the principle of the "Clean Development Mechanism" (CDM) described in the 
Kyoto Protocol, greenhouse gases that are emitted in one place on earth and cannot be 
avoided should be saved by climate protection projects in other places. To finance this 
objective, companies can purchase certificates for corresponding climate protection projects. 

https://verra.org/project/vcs-program/


 
 

 

Each certificate represents one ton of CO2 saved by the respective project. There are 
numerous climate protection projects worldwide, most of which support renewable energy. 
 
“Sustainability is critical to our global future,” said David Nislick, Excelitas Technologies CEO. 
“We have recognized that voluntary emission reductions and the compensation of 
unavoidable emissions are essential to effectively counteract climate change. And since 
tangible action is critical to global change, we are funding important climate work that honors 
our commitment to reducing carbon output and leading by responsible corporate citizenship.” 
 
For more information about the programs Excelitas has chosen to support through this 
initiative, see the links below. 
 

 Project Guanaré Forrest Plantation (Reforestation Uruguay)  

 Project Pacajai Redd+ (Forest protection Brazil) 

 Project Baesa (Hydropower Brazil) 
 
 

# # # 

 
About Excelitas Technologies 

Excelitas Technologies® Corp. is a leading industrial technology manufacturer focused on 
delivering innovative, market-driven photonic solutions to meet the illumination, optical, 
optronic, imaging, sensing and detection needs of our OEM and end-user customers. 
Serving a vast array of applications across biomedical, scientific, semiconductor, industrial 
manufacturing, safety & security, consumer products, defense and aerospace sectors, 
Excelitas stands committed to enabling our customers’ success in their many various end-
markets. Our team consists of more than 7,000 professionals working across North America, 
Europe and Asia, to serve customers worldwide.  
 
Connect with Excelitas on Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and Twitter, or visit 
http://www.excelitas.com for more information. 
 

 
Excelitas® is a registered trademark of Excelitas Technologies Corp. All other products and 
services are either trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners. 
 

Contacts:  
Scott Orr  
Senior Director of Global Marketing - Commercial  
scott.orr@excelitas.com   
+1 (781) 996-5925  
 
Cheryl Reynhout or Jill Anderson 
On Behalf of Excelitas Technologies Corp. 
SVM Public Relations 

excelitas@svmmarcom.com 

+1 (401) 490-9700 
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