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1 Introduction

The pco.fileconversion is a software package which is able to:

• Convert 16-bit tif, pcoraw and b16 files to various formats

• Display file information

• Show thumbnail images

If you need formats beyond the ones that are supplied, you can also develop your own formats. Please

contact us via support@pco.de to learn more about this feature.

This section lists the currently supported operating systems, runtimes, and tools as well as planned

support changes.

Operating

systems
OS Minimum supported Latest supported Planned

Debian LTS 11 (until 2026) 12 13 (2026)

Ubuntu LTS 20 (until 2026) 22 24 (2026)

Redhat 8 (until 2026) 9 10 (2026)

Windows 10 (until 2027) 11 Not planned

Runtimes/Tools
Name Minimum supported Latest supported Planned

Python 3.8 (until 2026) 3.12 3.13 (2027)

.Net Framework 4.6 (until 2026) 4.8.1 Not planned

cMake 3.20 — Not planned

GPU CC 5.0 (until 2026) — 7.0 (2026)
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2 Converting a file

Follow these instructions to convert files under Windows and Linux.

2.1 Shell extension (Windows only)

Hovering the cursor over a file will display additional information:

By a mouse right-click and selecting ‘properties’ you are able to select the pco file information dialog:
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The complete functionality is accessible via the right mouse button or by hovering over the file.

Simply right-click on a b16 file and select the menu entry: Convert b16+tif:

After clicking onConvert b16+tif, thepco.fileconversion start screenopens. Pleasechoosedestination

folder, bit resolution and destination file type:

Some file types have options, which can be changed in the appropriate dialog:

CHAPTER 2 CONVERTING A FILE
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In case all settings are done select finish to convert all selected files:

2.2 Command line tool

The pco_file_cmd file can be found in your installation folder. This utility converts (multi) tif, pcoraw,

(multi) dicom and b16 into various other formats.

Arguments:

Parameter Description

-i <Input filename>

-o <Output filename>

[-b] <Output Bits: (8,16RAW,24)>

[-n] <Start#> <Stop#>

[-s] <Scan input digit range>: 1..5 for single input files, e.g. 4 for test_0001.b16

[-m] <Multi tif in case of tif ext for out>

Note:

• -i and -o are mandatory parameters.

• [-b] sets the bit range of the file to be written (8, 16 or 24; 16 is default).

• [-n] sets the start and stop image for single files to be written.

• [-s] sets the number of digits for (single) files to be scanned. In this example it relates to 0001

in the file name.

• [-m] creates a Multi-tif file if tif is selected as extension.

Examples:

• pco_file_cmd -i <file>.tif -o <file2>.b16: Producesmultiple b16 file for amulti

tif in or a single file

• pco_file_cmd -i <file>.pcoraw -o <file2>.b16: Producesmultiple b16 files

• pco_file_cmd -i <file>.pcoraw -o <file2>.tif -m: Produces amulti tif file

• pco_file_cmd -i <file>_0000.b16 -o <file2>.tif -m -s 4: Producesamulti tif

file while scanning for <file>_????.b16

• pco_file_cmd -i <file>_0000.b16 -o <file2>.tif -m -s 4 -n 10 100: Pro-

duces amulti tif file while scanning for <file>_????.b16 starting with 10 up to 100
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